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Expect More 
Our 2017 Conference Theme 

As the number of children being diagnosed with autism continues to grow, so too must our 

expectations. We must EXPECT MORE from the medical profession. We must EXPECT MORE from our 

schools and universities. And we must EXPECT MORE from our governments. 

 

It's only by expecting more from our organisations and institutions, from our policy makers and 

politicians—from ourselves—that children with autism will be included and supported with their 

learning and development. 

 

     

 

EXPECT MORE is our conference theme for ABA Today 

2017. As an ABA Today sponsor, partner or delegate you 

can expect an environment and opportunity to: 

 Showcase your product 

 Highlight your services 

 Get your name or brand in front of a niche and captivated audience 

 Network with key industry professionals: those who are likely to need your services, 

buy your products, or on refer you. 
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Welcome  
Susie Pavey, ABIA General Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of ABIA, it gives me great pleasure to invite you to join us at ABA Today 2017 on Friday 

21 and Saturday 22 April 2017. 

From our inaugural conference in 2012, to this our 4th event, ABA Today has grown in professionalism, 

calibre, status, and reputation. Now a recognised biennial event, ABA Today attracts more than 250 

delegates, over a dozen national presenters, and world-class international keynote speakers. A wide 

range of local organisations also exhibit their products and services, ensuring families and 

professionals are kept up-to-date with the latest autism aids and learnings.  

Our presenters, keynotes and exhibitors are key industry personnel: ABA therapists and professionals, 

educators, and allied health professionals. People who daily make a difference in the lives of children 

with autism, and their families. 

We invite you to come on board as a sponsor. ABA Today offers a chance to present, exhibit, 

showcase, and inform about your service or offering.  
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 Overview 
A Snapshot of ABA in Australia today 

At the ABA 2013 Census it was calculated that some 500 Victorian families use ABA as the preferred 

autism intervention. Given the increase in autism over the past three years, we suspect that the 

numbers would be significantly higher if the same census was re-done today.  

Certainly the growth in the number of ABA Service Providers—now 27 organisations across the State—

a 50% increase from five years ago—shows evidence of the need for autism supports. With ABA 

therapists now supporting children in kindergartens, classrooms, playgrounds, and extra-curricular 

activities, we suspect there are many more families and children utilising ABA. We suspect too, that 

as an intervention measure, ABA is yet to reach tipping point. 

Part of the role of ABA Today is to spread the message. Our conference purpose is to share the 

principles, the practices, and the hope that is ABA for autism. As a biennial national conference we 

bring together parents, therapists, educators, and professionals; those who live with, work with, and 

love a child (or children) with autism. As an ABA organisation, or an allied autism body or professional, 

we welcome you on this journey. And we take the opportunity to invite you to partner with us 

to share your knowledge, skill, and services at ABA Today in 2017.  

ABA as a therapeutic intervention is important. It’s one of the few known and recognised evidence-

based autism treatments. Eventually, as parents and families become more astute about autism 

interventions; as the medical profession and our governments become more adamant that families 

get access to rigorous, replicable, and effective interventions; more and more people will turn toward 

ABA. Whether this occurs overtly through hiring ABA therapists, working with organisations that 

identify as an ABA Service Provider, establishing home-based ABA programs; or whether it occurs 

covertly through programs embedded with ABA principles is irrelevant. The key is that we, as ABA 

providers and advocates, meet the learning and developmental needs of children on the spectrum. 

The key is that we encourage and enable connection, collaboration and communication. Autism may 

affect individuals, but it must be addressed and supported communally. 

Peruse this brochure to choose the sponsorship opportunity that aligns with your business or product. 

Major and stream sponsors get to showcase their services and brand. Stall holders get the 

chance to promote and sell to ABA delegates.  

In 2017 for the first time we have an ABA Today website www.abatoday.com.au. Get your 

business in front of your target audience. Get your brand in front of those who are likely to 

need your product or service. But get in quickly. Past experience shows that stalls and 

streams sell out quickly. The sooner you make the decision to sponsor ABA Today, the 

sooner we can brand our ABA Today website with your logo and name.  
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Conference Streams 
ABA Today 2017 will feature three streams. Each stream will incorporate 3-4 presentations.  

Each presentation will align specifically with the stream. 

 
 

Early Intervention (EI) 
 

School Life 

ABA/EIBI is widely used, and 
clearly recognised, as an early 
intensive behavioural 
intervention method.  
 
Our EI theme in 2017 continues 
to explore the practice and 
application of ABA/EIBI to aid 
children's learning and 
development in the critical 
early years.  
 
This stream will feature 
presentations on the evidence 
behind the practice (qualitative 
research), and the personal 
observations and experiences 
of families and parents 
(empirical research). 

Attending school, and 
becoming and being a student, 
are major life transitions and 
part of an individual’s life 
trajectory.  
 
Our School theme will explore 
how ABA can be used to 
prepare and assist children and 
families with these transitions, 
and how ABA translates into 
the classroom.  
 
The School stream will feature 
presentations about the latest 
educational and industry 
happenings, and ABA 
implementation in the 
classroom and with school-age 
children.  

ABA assists children and young 
people with autism beyond 
early intervention programs 
and school.  
 
This stream will explore ABA 
topics related to home, 
community, families, siblings 
and the use of technology.  
 
This stream will also present 
personal experiences and 
insights from families.  
 
 

 

Sponsorship Terms & Conditions 

 All prices are GST inclusive. 
 Sponsors are chosen at the discretion of conference organisers. 
 Sponsors are required to provide company logo artwork in JPG, GIF or TIF (and EPS if major 

sponsor), by 1 December 2016. 
 A 50% deposit for Major and Stream sponsorship is to be paid at time of registration with the 

balance to be paid by 31 December 2016. If balance payment is not received by the due date, 
ABIA reserves the right to release the sponsorship option. Deposit is not refundable. 

 Exhibitor and satchel insert sponsors are required to make full payment at the time of booking. 
 Exhibitors will be provided with professional exhibitor stand, trestle table, tablecloth, 2xchairs, 

and professionally printed signage. 
 Exhibitors and satchel sponsors are required to purchase a conference registration if attending 

any conference keynotes or sessions. 
 Satchel inserts are required by 31 March 2017. 
 Cancellations made 21 days prior to the event will incur a 50% cancellation penalty. Cancellations 

made less than 14 days prior to the event are non-refundable.  
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Masterclasses 
Friday 21 April 2017 

Following the success of our inaugural Masterclass in 2015, ABA Today 2017 will feature 2 

Masterclasses. These 3 hour sessions are suitable for ABA professionals, offering an amazing 

opportunity to further your skills and gain new knowledge. We are delighted to have two international 

ABA experts facilitating these session. 

 Morning Masterclass 9.00am-12.30pm 

Professor Karola Dillenburger BCBA-D  
Director, Centre for Behaviour Analysis at Queen’s University, Belfast. 

Topic: Behavioural parent training and parent mediated interventions: 
theory, practice, and evidence 

Professor Dillenburger’s Masterclass is on Behavioural Parent Training 
(BPT); described as a set of “treatment procedures in which parents are 
trained to alter their child’s behaviour at home” (Kazdin, 1997, p. 1349; 
cited in O’Reilly, 2005). BPT can be applied to a wide range of common 
child behaviour problems, including non-compliance, feeding difficulties, 
aggression, school refusal and temper tantrums (Oono, Honey, & 
McConachie, 2013; Rogers, 2014).  
 
As ABA professionals and therapists, we know the importance and value 
of parental involvement in children’s learning and development. Karola 
will take delegates further into this topic, offering information and 
strategies on the theory, practice, and evidence of BPT. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afternoon Masterclass 1.30-5pm 

Dr Scott Wright, President & CEO, Lovaas Institute 

Title: The Role of Dynamic Reinforcement in Promoting Generalization 
and Social Skills  

Scott Wright is a veteran ABA clinician. Throughout his career he has 
provided over 20,000 hours of ABA therapy to children with autism and 
developmental disabilities. He is an experienced researcher and an 
original student of Dr Ivar Lovaas (founder of the ABA for autism 
methodology known as the Lovaas model). 
  
Scott’s Masterclass is on dynamic reinforcement in promoting 
generalization and social skills. In this session he will explore dynamic 
reinforcement versus more traditional methods of reinforcement. 
Participants will also learn ways of incorporating dynamic reinforcement 
into their therapy, as well as the ability to build these skills into a useful 
tool to promote peer play and interaction. 
 

Masterclass  

Scott Wright 

Masterclass  

Karola Dillenburger 
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Keynote Speakers 
Saturday, 22 April 2017 

PROFESSOR KAROLA DILLENBURGER, BCBA-D 
 
During this presentation Karola will talk about how 
we must expect more in terms of caring for children 
with autism across their lifespan; addressing issues, 
practice and future planning. 
 
By providing a full life-span approach, results 
reported here build on and extend a body of 
previous research regarding the experiences and 
needs of ageing parent/caregivers of sons and 
daughters with disability (Dillenburger & McKerr, 
2009a; 2009b; 2010) and younger 
parents/caregivers of children with disability 
(Dillenburger & Keenan et al., 2010; 2011; Keenan 
& Dillenburger, et al., 2007; 2010). Furthermore, 
the results illustrate the consequences of current 
ageing and childcare strategies as experienced by 
parent/caregivers and their sons/daughters with 
disabilities, thus enabling policy makers and 
professionals to ‘hear the data’. Recommendations 
are formulated for future childcare and ageing 
caregiver strategies, policies, and practice. 
 
Speaker Background: 
Karola is the Director of the Centre for Behaviour 
Analysis at Queens University, Belfast. She 
coordinates the MSc [Masters] in Autism Spectrum 
Disorders offered in the School of Education since 
2002. She also developed and continues to teach 
the online/blended learning MSc Applied Behaviour 
Analysis. 
 
Karola’s main research leadership concerns ABA 
and evidence-based 
decision making and 
intervention in autism. 
Her most sustained 
input in the field has 
been in relation to early 
behavioural 
interventions, social 
validity, and parent 
training in ASD.  

MARY BARBERA PHD, RN, BCBA-D 
 
During this presentation Mary will describe how she 
has always expected more for her son and her clients, 
and the key lessons she has learned as both a parent 
and professional in her 17-year autism journey. 
 
Mary will also give an overview of her book: The Verbal 
Behavior Approach: How to Teach Children with Autism 
and Related Disorders, highlighting several strategies 
that can be used immediately to begin to assess and 
teach children with autism.  
 
In addition to providing participants with specific ways 
to improve positive behaviours such as language, this 
lecture will also review ABA principles that should be 
used to decrease problem behaviours such as hitting 
and crying. 
 
Mary’s lessons will empower both parents and 
professionals to expect more with their clients and 
children with autism.  
 
Speaker Background:  
When Dr. Mary Barbera’s son, Lucas, was diagnosed 
with autism in 1999, she had little knowledge about 
the disorder. Soon after Lucas’ diagnosis, Mary 
explored every option and quickly started an Applied 
Behaviour Analysis program. She went on to become a 
Board Certified Behaviour Analyst (BCBA), wrote a 
best-selling book (The Verbal Behaviour Approach), 
earned a PhD and started an online training program 
for professionals and “gung-ho” parents.  To learn 
more about Mary, go to MaryBarbera.com. 
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Sponsorship Options 
Pick one to suit your budget and audience 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

With this sponsorship package you get to be the main guy! Your logo and company name will feature on 
the main conference banner, plus your logo and branding on all conference materials and website. You’ll 
get 2 free conference tickets, VIP seating, a half page company advertorial which profiles your business 
and services, a free exhibitor stall and 2 satchel inserts. But get in quick as there’s only one of these 
available! 

Choose either the morning or afternoon Masterclass and get your logo displayed large, 
prominently, and in full colour on the major Masterclass banner. Your branding will also appear 
on our website, and in the Masterclass booklet (along with an advertorial about your business). 
Oh, and don’t forget to use your 1 x free Masterclass ticket and 1 x free Masterclass satchel 
insert. 

 

Professional 2m x 2m exhibitor stand supported by ExpoNet. Stand includes fascia 
signage (black text on white background), electricals (1 x 4amp power point, 2 LED 
spotlights), 1 x trestle table and 2 chairs. Exhibition stall sponsors can also pop an A4 
advert or flyer into our satchels (260 copies must be provided please).  

Choose the stream that most directly aligns with your business mission. 2017 streams are Early 
Intervention, School and Life. This is a great chance to get in front of an already engaged audience. 
Sponsorship inclusions are: your business name and logo on the stream banner (displayed in the stream 
room on conference day), +logo and business name on conference promotional materials and website, 
1 x conference ticket, VIP seating, a ¼ page advertorial in the program booklet and 1 x satchel insert. 

1 x A4 satchel insert (260 copies to be supplied please). 
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Sponsorship Application 
Organisation Name 

 

Contact person 
 

Contact number Landline: Mobile: 

Email 
 

Address 
 
 

SPONSORSHIP 
MAJOR 
$5000 

STREAMS 
$2500 

MASTERCLASSES 
$1500 

EXHIBITOR  
$600 

 

SATCHEL INSERT 
$250 

Sponsorship Type  
(please tick) 

Available 

EI -Filled 

School - Filled 

Life - Filled 

Karola Dillenburger  
 
Scott Wright- Filled 

Only 3 
remaining 

 
 

Available  

Signed: 
 

Date: 
 

NB: Please ensure you have read our sponsorship Terms & Conditions on Page 5. 

Payment Method  

Credit Card Payment:     Visa      MasterCard  

(incurs 1% surcharge) 

 

Name on card  _____________________________ _______________________ 

Card number: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  

Expiry Date: ___ ___ / ___ ___ 

DIRECT DEBIT: BSB: 013-440 (ANZ); Account No: 3540-57442 
 Include “SPONSOR + name” as reference and email remittance to info@abia.net.au 
 

Major Sponsor  $ Exhibitor Booth  $ 

Masterclass  $ Satchel Insert $ 

Stream Sponsor  $ 

Total payable:  

  

mailto:info@abia.net.au
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Conference Venue  
Australian Catholic University, Melbourne 

ABA Today 2017 will take place at the Australian 

Catholic University, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy. 

This convenient location, on the Melbourne CBD 

fringe, is surrounded by the popular retail strips of 

Brunswick Street and Smith Street. A variety of 

cafes, shops and art galleries, are just a short walk 

away. Some of Melbourne's finest parks, gardens 

and recreational facilities are also within easy 

walking distance of the campus. 

Access via Public Transport 

The venue is a lovely 10-minute [600 metre] walk 

from Parliament Train Station (past St Paul’s Cathedral and through beautiful East Melbourne). Any of 

the following trams are within an easy walk of the campus. 

 Tram Route 24: North Balwyn to City 

 Tram route 30: St Vincent’s Plaza to New Quay, Docklands 

 Tram route 86: Bundoora RMIT – Telstra Dome, Docklands 

 Tram route 96: East Brunswick – St Kilda Beach 

 Tram route 109: Box Hill – Port Melbourne 

 Tram route 112: West Preston – St Kilda 
Trams stops 11, 12 or 13 are the best disembarkation points for ABA Today (Stop N# 13, Lansdowne 

St, being the closest). 

Access via Motor Vehicle  

We’re aiming to be a green conference so we encourage delegates to take public transport wherever 

possible. If you can’t train or tram it, parking is available in the multi-storey car park at 22 Young Street 

(the rear of 115 Victoria Parade). The car park is open 7 days a week, 6:00am - 10:30pm, with a 

maximum charge of $11.00 per day payable via a ticket machine. 

For more detailed information about parking rates, please visit 

http://www.secureparking.com.au/car-parks/australia/vic/melbourne/acu. There is also some (very 

limited) street parking close to the University but these areas are heavily patrolled so stick to the time 

limit or expect a ticket! 

 

 

 

http://www.secureparking.com.au/car-parks/australia/vic/melbourne/acu
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Conference Convenor 
The Autism Behavioural Intervention Association 

ABIA is the peak body for all things ABA for autism. We are the largest member-based ABA 

organisation in Australia, and the only ABA peak body for autism.  

Our role is to support those who live with, work with, or love a child with autism. We do this through 

Training, Information, and Support. Check out our website www.abia.net.au to learn more, to access 

and download one of our free information kits, to view our ABA videos or hear our podcasts. Whether 

you’re a parent, an ABA professional, an allied health professional, or an educator, we have 

information and courses to assist with behavioural-based strategies and practices to enhance your 

skills. 

Our ABA training is our core service. Our courses are for parents, for individuals wanting to become 

therapists, and for educators. All our training has been designed by ABA experts and with the needs 

of the audience topmost in mind. Each year we deliver over 8,800 hours of training. Our educator 

training aligns with the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST), supported by the 

Victorian Institute of Teachers. Teachers attending ABA Today will gain PD points toward the 20-hour 

disability standards requirement. BCBAs attending ABA Today will CEU points for all BCBA-approved 

presentations. 

  

The ABIA stall at ABA Today 2015. 

http://www.abia.net.au/
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Celebration 
20 Years’ Community Service  

In 2017 ABIA celebrates 20 years of community service.  

We applaud the efforts of our organisation’s founding members who recognised the significance and 

benefit of an evidence-based intensive early intervention for children with autism (long before autism 

was understood, and in an era with little supports for children with learning and social challenges). 

We praise our founding members’ efforts in bringing ABA knowledge and practice to Melbourne. And 

we honour the work done by our organisation in up-skilling parents and professionals to better-

respond to the personal and educational challenges that autism presents. 

We are delighted that ABA Today occurs in the same year as our 20 year anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


