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Major Sponsors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ian Potter Foundation is one of Australia’s most significant philanthropic foundations. The 

Foundation allocates grants nationally in support of NFPs, NGOS and charitable organisations working 

to benefit the community across a wide range of sectors and endeavours.  

The Foundation seeks to encourage excellence and support Australia’s talent: the visionaries, social 

entrepreneurs, scientists, academics and researchers, artists and teachers, and those who dedicate 

themselves to bettering our communities for the benefit of all.   

ABIA thanks the Ian Potter Foundation for its support of ABA Today 2017. Funding provided by the 

foundation goes toward travel and accommodation costs for keynote speakers and enables us to bring 

high-calibre ABA subject matter experts to Australia. We are most grateful for the foundation’s 

continued support of ABA Today. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

ABIA gratefully acknowledges the support of the Victorian government  
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Stream Sponsors 
ABIA is most grateful for the support of our stream sponsors: the Northern Centre for Child 

Development (Early Intervention Stream), the Learning for Life Autism Centre (School Stream), and 

the Best Start Clinic (Life Stream). Sponsorship ensures conference sustainability, and enables sharing 

and dissemination of research and practice. 

 

The Early Intervention stream is proudly sponsored by the 
Northern Centre for Child Development (NCCD). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NCCD is an independent private psychology practice in Preston. 
Centre staff have extensive experience in ABA service provision 
including program supervision and therapy. 
 

 

The School stream is proudly sponsored by the Learning for 
Life Autism Centre.  
 

 
 

Learning for Life provide ABA based-services to children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder to help them reach their potential. 
 

 

 

The Life stream is proudly sponsored by the Best Start 

Clinic. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Start provide early intervention services including the Early 

Start Denver Model (ESDM), ABA Therapy, Social Skills Groups, and 

school consultations. 
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Exhibitors 
We invite you to have a look at your conference satchel to learn about ABA Today exhibitors.  Stall 

holders are located in the Mary Glowrey building (Bldg 1). 

Exhibiting organisations are professional service organisations providing an exciting and innovative 

range of autism/ABA products and services that support families and children with autism; and those 

who work with or care for children and families on the spectrum. 

We thank these organisations for their support of children and families with autism and for their 

support of ABA Today 2017. 
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About ABA Today 
ABA Today is a respected biennial autism event which coincides with autism awareness month.  The 

conference is for those who daily make a difference to the lives of children with autism: parents, 

therapists, professionals, and students who are using (or considering using) Applied Behavioural 

Analysis (ABA) as their preferred early intervention measure. It is also for educators and allied health 

professionals who want to up skill or learn more about ABA to better support children in their care.  

Today you will hear from 3 international keynotes: Dr John McEachin, Dr Mary Barbera, and Professor 

Karola Dillenburger. These speakers are subject matter experts who have published on autism and 

ABA and worked extensively with children on the spectrum. You will also hear a range of presentations 

from local ABA professionals, researchers, educators and parents. Without doubt, we are fortunate to 

have these specialists share their knowledge, skills and expertise. We are sure you are going to learn 

a lot from them; practical tips, parenting strategies, research, and general knowledge that will aid and 

support your interactions with children on the spectrum. 

From our inaugural conference in 2012, to this our fourth conference, ABA Today has grown in 

professionalism, calibre, and reputation. We welcome you to this, our fourth national conference. 

 

Conference Theme - Expect More 
As the number of children diagnosed with autism continues to grow, so too must our expectations. 

We must EXPECT MORE from the medical profession.  We must EXPECT MORE from our schools and 

universities. And we must EXPECT MORE from our governments. 

 

It's only by expecting more from our organisations and institutions, from our policy makers and 

politicians—from ourselves—that children with autism will become the fully realised teenager, the 

creative adult, and the caring sibling, partner, and friend that they truly wish to be. 
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Keynote Speakers  
 

Keynote 1: Dr John McEachin 

Keeping ABA Progressive as a Science and as an Intervention for autism 

 
Dr John McEachin is a Director at Autism Partnership USA.  He is a 

psychologist with over 35 years’ experience in behavioural intervention 

with children with autism, as well as adolescents and adults with a wide 

range of developmental disabilities. He undertook graduate training under 

Professor Ivar Lovaas at UCLA on the Young Autism Project. During his 

11 years at UCLA, he served in various roles including Clinic Supervisor, 

Research and Teaching Assistant, and Acting Director. His research has 

included the long-term follow-up study of young autistic children who received intensive behavioural 

treatment, which was published in 1993. 

John has lectured around the world, has assisted in the development of autism treatment and training 

programs, and consults to numerous families and agencies. He is co-founder of Autism Partnership, 

an international early intervention agency assisting children and families and has co-authored 

numerous books on ABA topics. 

This is the fourth time John has presented for us and we are delighted he has returned this year. 

 

 
Keynote 2: Dr Mary Barbera  

Expecting More & the Lessons Learned on my Personal & Professional Autism Journey 

 
When Mary Barbera’s son, Lucas, was diagnosed with autism in 1999, she had 

little knowledge about the disorder.  Soon after his diagnosis, Mary explored 

every option and quickly started an ABA program.  She went on to become a 

Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA), wrote a best-selling book (The 

Verbal Behavior Approach), earned a PhD, and started an online training 

program for professionals and parents  

During her presentation Mary will talk about key lessons she has learned in 

her 17-year autism journey, and how she has always expected more for her 

son and her clients. She will also give an overview of her book: The Verbal 

Behavior Approach:  How to Teach Children with Autism and Related 

Disorders, highlighting several strategies that can be used immediately to 

begin to assess and teach children with autism.  In addition to providing participants with specific ways 

to improve positive behaviours such as language, this presentation will review ABA principles that 

should be used to decrease or eliminated problem behaviours such as hitting and crying. 
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Keynote Speakers (continued) 
Keynote 3: Professor Karola Dillenburger 

Caring for a child with autism across the life span; issues, practice, and future planning 

 

Professor Dillenburger is the Director of the Centre for Behaviour Analysis 

at Queens University, Belfast. She coordinates the MSc [Masters] in 

Autism Spectrum Disorders offered in the School of Education since 

2002.  She also developed and continues to teach the online/blended 

learning MSc Applied Behaviour Analysis. 

Karola’s main research leadership concerns ABA and evidence-based 

decision making and intervention in autism. Her most sustained input in 

the field has been in relation to early behavioural interventions, social 

validity, and parent training in ASD. 

 

 

 

BCBA CEU Credits 
Continuing Education Units (CEU) are available for the following sessions  

 Keynote Speaker  1 –Dr  John McEachin BCBA-D 

 Keynote Speaker 2 – Dr Mary Barbera BCBA-D 

 Keynote Speaker 3 – Professor Karola Dillenburger BCBA-D 

 Expert Panel Session  

Credit points are provided by Autism Partnership, an approved Type 2 CEU provider. Autism 

Partnership is a member of ABIA (the Conference Convenor) and a member of the Conference 

Organising Committee.  

Participants wishing to obtain credits must sign in at the beginning of the relevant session, and sign 

out at session end. A sign-in/sign-out sheet is available in the relevant presentation room.  

Our thanks to Autism Partnership for their assistance with the awarding of conference CEU points 

 

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANTS TO ENSURE THE PROCEDURE FOR 

OBTAINING CEU POINTS IS FOLLOWED CORRECTLY. 
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Conference Streams 
 

Stream 1 - Early Intervention 
 

Sponsored by 

 

 

 

 

 

ABA/EIBI is widely used and clearly recognised, as an early 

intensive behavioural intervention method. 

Our Early Intervention theme in 2017 continues to explore 

the practice and application of ABA/EIBI to aid children's 

learning and development in the critical early years. 

This stream will feature presentations on the evidence 

behind the practice (qualitative research), and the personal 

observations and experiences of families and parents 

(empirical research). 

 

Stream 2 - School 
 

Sponsored bY 

 

 

 

Attending school, and becoming and being a student, are 

major life transitions and part of an individual’s life 

trajectory. 

Our School theme will explore how ABA can be used to 

prepare and assist children and families with these 

transitions, and how ABA translates into the classroom. 

The School stream will feature presentations about the 

latest educational and industry happenings, and ABA 

implementation in the classroom and with school-age 

children. 

 

Stream 3 - Life 
 

Sponsored by 

 

 

ABA assists children and young people with autism beyond 

early intervention programs and school. 

This stream will explore ABA topics related to home, 

community, families, siblings and the use of technology. 

This stream will also present personal experiences and 

insights from families. 
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Stream 1: Early Intervention 
LOCATION: CHRIST LECTURE THEATRE (Building 5) 

 

This stream comprises 3 x 30-minute presentations plus 5-minutes Q&A. 

10:15am to 10:50am 12.25pm to 1:00pm 3:00pm to 3:35pm 

 
Individualising Early Intensive 
Behaviour Intervention 
Programs 
 
 
Professionals who work with 
children with ASD understand 
how different each child is 
with a unique set of strengths 
and difficulties. 
 
As such it is important to 
ensure that intervention 
programs are individualised to 
suit each child (Prior, Roberts, 
Rodger, Williams & 
Sutherland, 2011).     
 
 

 
Early Intensive Behavioural 
Intervention for Autism: 
Understanding ‘What Works 
for Whom?’ 
 
Knowing which children with 
autism benefit most from 
which particular intervention 
models will allow families and 
clinicians to make informed 
decisions so that resources are 
invested to maximise 
individual child outcomes. 
 
A work in progress—and based 
on current research—this 
presentation describes a new 
and innovative method of 
profiling children’s learning 
skills, project progress to date, 
and plans for analysing project 
results. 
 

 
Teaching Independent play 
skills to children diagnosed 
with an Autism Spectrum 
Disorder 
 
This presentation describes 
strategies for teaching 
independent play skills 
through ABA.  
 
Data collected during 
interventions demonstrated 
that prompting was able to be 
faded. Anecdotal reports 
support the relevance of these 
independent play skills to 
children’s everyday lives, 
including improvements in 
capacity to complete 
household tasks. 
 
 

Presenter 
Claire Taptil 
Program Supervisor 
Learning for Life Autism Centre 

Presenters 
Dr Kristelle Hudry PhD 
La Trobe University Senior 
Research Fellow  
Cathy Bent 
La Trobe University Research 
Assistant 

Presenter 
Tineke Sibbel  (M. Ed, BCBA) 
Clinical Director  
Happy Oak Behavioural 
Consulting 

 

 

This stream is proudly sponsored by:   
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Stream 2: School 
LOCATION: PHILIPPA BRAZILL ROOM (Building 17) 

This stream comprises 3 x 30-minute presentations plus 5-minutes Q&A. 

10:15am to 10:50am 12.25pm to 1:00pm 3:00pm to 3:35pm 

 
Treating problem behaviour 
displayed by children with 
autism in a school setting: 
functional communication 
training and delay/denial 
tolerance training. 
 
Functional communication 
training (FCT) is now widely 
considered to be best-practice 
in the treatment of problem 
behaviour displayed by 
individuals with autism.  
This presentation evaluated 
FCT as treatment for the 
problem behaviour displayed 
by three children in a school 
setting.  
 
This presentation shares the 
results of a study of three 
children in a school setting, 
demonstrating that various 
forms of problem behaviour 
displayed by children with 
autism can be effectively 
treated by understanding 
behavioural function.  

 
The importance of being 
positive:  Positive 
reinforcement to build 
student’s behaviour. 
 
Positive reinforcement is an 
important strategy to build 
positive behaviours for 
students. Positive 
reinforcement can be 
successful for the individual, 
classroom and whole school.  
 
Focusing on the positive with 
the reinforcer that is desired 
by the student, class or school 
can improve academic, social 
and life skills for the better. 
 
 

 
Inclusion Works: A whole 
school approach to inclusive 
education for children with 
ASD. 
 
The shift to inclusive education 
within Australia has resulted in 
increasing numbers of 
students with ASD in 
mainstream educational 
settings. This transition often 
places additional demands on 
teaching staff, who are not 
necessarily trained or 
supported to meet the 
challenges (Soto-Chodiman et 
al., 2012).  
 
This presentation looks at the 
positive and significant 
outcomes of an in-school 
consultancy program which 
aims to increase a schools’ 
capacity to deliver ASD specific 
educational support to 
students.  
 

Presenter 
Dr Erin Leif BCBA-D 
Clinical Director 
Lizard Centre 

Presenter 
Cristina Isaac 
Autism Educator  
Autism Spectrum Education 
Services 

Presenters 
Victoria Draper, Principal, 
Alexandra Primary School, & 
Sara Allen, Program 
Supervisor, Learning for Life 
Autism Centre 

 

This stream is proudly sponsored by:    

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

P
age 12 

Stream 3: Life 
LOCATION: MERCY LECTURE THEATRE (Building 6) 

This stream comprises 3 x 30-minute presentations plus 5-minutes Q&A. 

10:15am to 10:50am 12.25pm to 1:00pm 3:00pm to 3:35pm 

 
The Picture Exchange 
Communication System (PECS) 
What Does the Research Say? 
 
This presentation looks at 
PECS, one of the most 
commonly-used and most 
effective communication 
interventions for individuals 
with autism and people with 
other special education and 
communication needs. 
 
High quality research 
conducted directly in schools 
has shown that PECS training is 
effective in the classroom; and 
that skills gained during PECS 
training have been shown to 
generalize to other 
environments.   
 

 
Should an ASD diagnosis be 
disclosed? If so, to who, when 
and how?  - Panel discussion 
 
This presentation involves a 
panel discussion about if, 
when, and how to disclose a 
child’s autism diagnosis.  
 
A range of perspectives and 
stories will be heard and 
shared, including stories of 
remaining confidential, waiting 
until the child is older (or asks 
questions), and upfront 
disclosure.  
 
Panel Members 
Christine Kotsios 
Psychiatrist & ASD Parent  
 
Monique Cain 
Parent of two ASD children & 
Author 
 
Lorraine Tonietto  
Special Education Teacher 

 
ABA: A huge and most 
valuable investment  
 
Alex Cherny has recently 
returned from the Special 
Olympics World Winter Games 
(2017) in Austria where he 
competed as a downhill ski 
racer, and hung-out with 3,000 
athletes from 110 countries. 
 
Anne Cherny is Alex’s mum, a 
passionate advocate for social 
justice and inclusion, and the 
coach ad champion of both 
Alex’s ABA program and 
sporting prowess.  
 
In this session, Alex and Anne 
will share their journey into 
and through autism.  And for 
the Cherny’s, ABA has indeed 
been a big investment, but as 
Anne so eloquently divulges, 
it’s the most valuable 
investment for Alex and her 
whole family. 
 

Presenter 
Sophie Kerr  
Managing Director,  
Pyramid Global Partners 
Australia 
 

Presenter 
Sarah Wood 
Psychologist 
Learning for Life Autism Centre 

Presenters 
Alex & Anne Cherny 

 

This stream is proudly sponsored by:    
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ABA Expert Panel Presentation 
LOCATION: PHILIPPA BRAZILL ROOM (Building 17) 

 

This session is an interactive presentation. 

4:05pm to 5:00pm  

Another conference highlight, the ABA Expert Panel is on the agenda this year. Educational, 

enlightening, edifying: this session is a wonderful finale to a full program and two fulfilling days of 

ABA. Hosted by the gregarious and expansive Tom Gleisner, you can be assured the ABA Expert 

Panel will also be entertaining.  

Session content will include a summary of the day and a recap on our Expect More conference 

theme, and an opportunity for delegates to interact with international keynote speakers 

Mary Barbera, Karola Dillenburger and Scott Wright.  Balancing these heavyweights and bringing 

local issues and content to the panel will be: Karen McKinnon, Autism Partnership; Victoria Draper, 

Principal, Alexandra Primary School; and Anne Cherny, autism parent.  

 

Poster Presentations 
ABA Today Poster presentations are displayed in the Mary Glowrey Building (Building 1) where the 

exhibitors & catering is located. Don’t forget to take a look. There are some fabulous topics showcasing 

ABA practices and research findings. 

 Sarcasm, by  Christina Surmei 

 Self-Management to increase compliance, by Pei Ling Lee & Dr Angelika Anderson 

 Virtual reality and video modelling, by Emily Fitzgerald & Charlotte Ashton 

 Early intensive behavioural intervention for children diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder in 
the UK and China, by Yini Liao 

Parent Share Wall 
The ever-popular ABA share wall returns in 2017. A highlight of ABA Today, we encourage you to take 

time to check this out. The Share Wall is located in the Mary Glowrey Building (Building 1) near the 

exhibitor booths. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

P
age 14 

ABA Therapist Competition winners 
We congratulate: Alisha Banks, Michele Rogers, Jack Boyton, Koomal Singh, Sonia Sezenias, and Yiu 

Kin Cheung for their winning entries in the 2017 ABA Therapists’ Competition. Entrants were asked to 

state, in 25 words or less, why they love being an ABA therapist.  

All 16 entries were inspiring and moving - a big thank you to all who responded. Because of the calibre 

of entries, we have decided to showcase them all at ABA Today. Please have a look and a read. They 

are displayed as part of the Share wall which can be found in the Mary Glowrey Building (Building 1). 

 

Conference Venue  
 

This year’s venue is the Australian Catholic University (ACU), 

Melbourne, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy. Located on the 

Melbourne CBD fringe, ACU has ample public transport options. 

 

 
 

We encourage you to take public transport to ABA Today 
 

 
Trains/Trams Information 

 
Parking Information 

 

 10-minutes [or 600 metres] walk from 

Parliament Train Station 

 Tram Route 24: North Balwyn to City 

 Tram route 30: St Vincent’s Plaza to New 
Quay, Docklands 

 Tram route 86: Bundoora RMIT – Telstra 
Dome, Docklands 

 Tram route 96: East Brunswick – St Kilda 
Beach 

 Tram route 109: Box Hill – Port Melbourne 

 Tram route 112: West Preston – St Kilda 

 Trams stops 11, 12 or 13 are the best 
disembarkation points for ABA Today  

(Stop #13, Lansdowne St, is the closest). 

 

Paid parking is available in the multi-storey car 

park at 22 Young Street (the rear of 115 Victoria 

Parade). The car park is open 7 days a week, 

6:00am – 10:30pm, with a maximum charge of 

$11.00 per day payable via a ticket machine. 

For more detailed information about parking 

rates, please visit 

http://www.secureparking.com.au/car-

parks/australia/vic/melbourne/acu.  

There is also some (very limited) street parking 

close to the University but these areas are 

heavily patrolled so stick to the time-limit or 

expect a ticket! 

http://www.secureparking.com.au/car-parks/australia/vic/melbourne/acu
http://www.secureparking.com.au/car-parks/australia/vic/melbourne/acu
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Venue Map 
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Conference Convenor - ABIA 
ABIA is the peak body for all things ABA for autism. We are the largest member-based ABA 

organisation in Australia, and the only ABA peak body for autism.  

Our role is to support those who live with, work with, or love a child with autism. We do this through 

Training, Information, and Support. Check out our website abia.net.au to learn more, to access and 

download one of our free information kits, to view our ABA videos or hear our podcasts. Whether 

you’re a parent, an ABA professional, an allied health professional, or an educator, we have 

information and courses to assist with behavioural-based strategies and practices to enhance your 

skills. 

Our ABA training is our core service. Our courses are for parents, for individuals wanting to become 

therapists, and for educators. All our training has been designed by ABA experts and with the needs 

of the audience topmost in mind. Each year we deliver over 8,800 hours of training. Our educator 

training aligns with the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST), supported by the 

Victorian Institute of Teachers. Teachers attending ABA Today will gain PD points toward the 20-hour 

disability standards requirement. BCBAs attending ABA Today will CEU points for all BCBA-approved 

presentations. 

Conference Committee  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susie Pavey 
General Manager- ABIA 

Karen McKinnon 
Clinical Director, Autism Partnership 

Mary Muirhead 
Director, Learning for Life Autism Centre 

Caroline De Fina 
Director, Best Start Clinic 

Shannon Eeles 
Managing Director, Autism Partnership 

http://www.abia.net.au/

